Agri & Food Committee meeting 
4 December 2007, 10:00 a.m.
AmCham Board Room

Notes of the meeting

Attendees:

1) Michał Grzbiela, DuPont Poland

2) Marek Komorowski, Rabobank Polska

3) Wojciech Lik, Universal Leaf Tobacco

4) Maciej Łubieński, Universal Leaf Tobacco

5) Adam Paradowski, Rohm & Haas 

6) Agnieszka Wyszyńska Schultz, Philip Morris

7) Andrzej Pawelczak, Animex

8) Piotr Ruciński, US Embassy

9) Eric Wenberg, US Embassy

Dorota Dabrowski – AmCham

Barbara Pocialik – AmCham

At the opening speech A. Pawelczak welcomed special quests from US Embassy: Eric Wenberg, new US Agricultural Counselor to Poland and Mr. Piotr Ruciński, Agri Office of US Embassy. 

The Committee met to discuss key topics and future activities due to changes caused by parliamentary election /see presentation/ and priorities listed by the Prime Minister Donald Tusk in his expose and Minister Marek Sawicki in the press conference. These priorities, according to A. Pawelczak do not show much of ‘new approach’ at least in such sub sectors as meat production or animal farming.

Eric Wenberg, new Agricultural Counselor of US Embassy suggested that a good start topic for the meeting with a newly appointed Minister of Agriculture Marek Sawicki could be emigration of farmers and what business can do to keep them in Poland. Then the discussion focused on extension of production and new agriculture subsidies regulation proposal of EU.  Wojciech Lik and Maciej Łubieński representing tobacco industry reminded that the European Commission expects the farms in Poland to be either restructure in four years or close operations, however the investors’ view is that the current system of financial aid  should be maintained until 2013 when EU subsidies for Poland reach 100 percent of EU level. 

The Committee aims at the meeting with the Minister Marek Sawicki in second half of January next year, proceeded by a working group meeting with electing Committee’s Co-Chair. Until that time the Committee will work out the list of issues and action plan.

Action: review the attached presentation (supplementary to the action plan discussed earlier) and send comments by Friday, 14 December.
